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pages we see presented each New Testament writer, in turn, the first 
column containing the facts known about him, with references to the 
original sources of knowledge ; the second column containing the facts 
and references concerning the persons to whom the author wrote, 
and the time of composition ; the third column containing the charac- 
teristics of the book or letter ; and the fourth column containing a 
statement as to the uncial codices in which the writing is found, also 
the patristic writings in which reference is made to it or quotations made 
from it. This is a bright idea, for it brings the data into compact 
space and impresses the facts upon the mind. An appendix contains 
a table of synoptic parallels based on Luke. The chart at the close of 
the book is of particular interest, giving as it does a conspectus of the 
uncial codices of the New Testament, with date, symbol, name, brief 
comment, location and the book or books, or fragments of same, which 
the manuscript contains. The work is of course untranslated, and so 
not available for popular use in this country. But a work of the same 
kind in English would be useful. C. W. V. 



Inspiration Considered as a Trend. By D. W. Faunce, D.D. 
Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 121110, 
pp. 251. Price $1. 

This handsome volume — well printed and well bound — is written in 
a clear and strong stvle, and is popular without failing to be scholarly. 

The aim of the author is "to carry out and newly apply the thought 
of trend" as expressed in his former volume entitled, Prayer as a 
Theory and a Fact. There he maintained that the proofs for the 
existence of God showed direction rather than attainment. "But there 
are minds so constituted that an unmistakable trend is more convincing 
than the sight of the ultimate goal." So, similarly, in reference to the 
divine inspiration, trend is the best proof,-- -" trend in the various theo- 
ries of inspiration proposed by devout students of the Bible and that 
shown by the Bible itself," p. 6. The author tells us that trend "is 
now used to signify the tendency that makes for an end and also for 
the potency that gains it." We are thus particular to permit the author 
to tell us in his own language the sense in which he uses the word 
"trend," because we took up the book with a different conception of 
his purpose. If we understand him, his main contention is, not that 
inspiration is itself a trend, "the same music but grander," growing 
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clearer and fuller through a long biblical history, but that the accu- 
mulation of theories and arguments discloses the trend, and that such a 
trend is a more convincing demonstration "than the sight of the ulti- 
mate goal," just as in the former book, not God, but "the various lines 
of proof for the divine existence," is the trend. Dr. Faunce's point 
seems to us, therefore, to be that the "direction" of facts and theories 
justifies the assumption of inspiration, though the "attainment" of 
proof be impossible ; just as we do not prove gravitation, but only 
show that the facts look that way. Not inspiration, but the proofs for 
it, is the trend, recognizing, to be sure, that there is a trend in inspira- 
tion. The author modestly states that no new theory is here proposed. 
Still we think that he has done an important service to the churches in 
critically estimating the old theories and mediating, with so little 
dogmatic prepossession, among them, finding something of value in 
each, yet giving his allegiance to none of them. 

Having stated the subject and discussed the questions involved, in 
the first chapter, Dr. Faunce passes in the second to an admirable sec- 
tion upon the accordance between the Bible and the institutions of the 
race, holding that they and the Bible disclose a common trend. 
Equally strong is his third chapter upon "The Experiential Argument." 
"The experimental method in physics proceeds by tests upon physical 
material. The experimental method in all matters of morals proceeds 
by tests upon spiritual material." In the fourth chapter we have the 
warranted deductions. The Spirit leaves men their freedom and over- 
sees, directs, preserves them from error, and guides them into all truth 
about the things they write. Men thus inspired will be men of 
integrity. In the third section of this chapter, "the general source of 
development," the author touches the point of inspiration itself being 
the trend, and shows the slow growth of many biblical religious con- 
ceptions. To us this is the most satisfactory piece of work in the book. 
In chapter five he discusses the important question of the human and 
the divine elements in inspiration. The human element is not dis- 
quieting, but reassuring, not a weakness, but a strength, is necessary 
indeed in order to the divine. The book closes with a chapter on 
difficulties and confirmations, devoted mainly to answering objections. 

This little volume may well serve a distressed faith in these times 
when biblical criticism is fulfilling its difficult mission of tearing down 
the false props of faith without impairing the usefulness of the Scrip- 
tures. To be sure there are some questions to which we would like to 
have had a more searching discussion devoted. Is inspiration the 
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supernatural communication of infallible knowledge? Is the Bible an 
absolutely infallible book miraculously originated? Or, is inspiration 
the being filled with religious certainty, being therefore illumination 
and spiritualization ? It seems to us that real inspiration can produce 
only such results as are grounded in the nature of revelation ; but rev- 
elation, being solely for redemptive purposes, makes no disclosure 
concerning matters of natural and historical knowledge : therefore 
inspiration, the correlative of revelation, can evoke neither an infallible 
scientific knowledge of nature and history, nor a perfect scientific 
thought concerning God, but can only awaken a right understanding 
of God's will attesting itself in the world and shaping the world for 
his kingdom. Moreover, we believe it would be better to say that the 
Bible is inspired or inerrant, not in the region of knowledge, but in 
the holy issue of the life of man guided by its true norm. G. B. F. 

Bible Study by Books. By Rev. Henry T. Sell, A.M. Chicago: 
F. H. Revell Co. [896. i2mo, pp. 273. Price 60 cents. 

This is a small book, inexpensively printed so that it can be sold at 
a small price, especially designed for popular study. The author pub- 
lished a few years ago a pamphlet entitled Supplemental Bible Studies, 
which was well received. It found its way into many Bible classes, and 
was very helpful toward a better knowledge and a better method of 
acquiring knowledge of the Bible. 

And now another attempt has been made to help the' same class of 
Bible students, Sunday-school workers, V. M. C. A. workers, adult 
Bible classes, and the like. In this little volume each book of the Bible 
is taken up in its order in the English Bible, beginning with Genesis 
and ending with the Revelation. In the case of each book the author 
has undertaken to set forth in a plain way its purpose, contents, and 
analysis, to indicate its relations to the other books, and to show how 
the divine revelation was given to man. 

In all matters of criticism, both historical and literary, the book is 
hopelessly misleading. The dates are frequently those which Old or 
New Testament scholars would not approve. The author seems to be 
aware that questions of time and authorship are live questions about 
much of the biblical literature, but he does not squarely face them ; 
he either gives the antiquated dates of Ussher or some other authority, 
or else savs that the date may be early or late, and leaves it there. 

Much of the general comment in the volume is good, and the 



